
 

 

 
Teacher Residency Program Spotlight 

 

Nicolette Tuono - H.A. Brown Elementary 
 

“One of the things I love most about teaching is learning new strategies and methods that support students in 
their learning...I’m so grateful to have so many opportunities to keep learning and improving!” - Nicolette Tuono 

 

The Teacher Residency Program Spotlight is a designed to showcase our residents doing what 
they love most - teaching. Every month we will highlight a different teacher resident to illustrate 
the ways in which Philadelphia’s new educators care for their students and communities.  
 
Nicolette Tuono is currently working at H.A. Brown (K-8) School teaching English to middle 
school students. She graduated from University of Delaware with a degree in Communications.  

 
 

 



 

Why did you apply to the Teacher Residency Program? 

I applied to the Teacher Residency Program because it was such an incredible opportunity to gradually 

transition into a teaching career. Through this program, I was able to begin the school year with the 

support of my mentor teacher, my principal and my grade partners. Being able to get continual feedback 

every step of the way, especially when I was first starting out in September, has enabled me to grow as 

an educator in every way. After this experience, I feel so much more confident about having my own 

classroom next year. 

You initially wanted to teach high school students but were placed with middle school students. 

How did you adapt to this change and what have you learned from it? 

I originally wanted to teach high school because of the interesting content but since my placement, I’ve 

found that I absolutely love teaching middle school. My students have so much energy and excitement 

and I love to find unique ways to funnel that into our everyday learning. This whole experience has 

taught me that sometimes the best things in life are unexpected. 

You have found fun ways to get students excited about vocabulary words. Please elaborate on this 

and how you keep them engaged while learning.  

One way I keep students engaged while learning is by integrating technology into the classroom using 

our Chromebooks. Aside from ACHIEVE 3000, which the students work on every day, I’ve used Kahoot 

for test reviews and vocabulary words. With Kahoot, the students are able to respond to questions on 

Chromebooks and see the percentage of correct responses after every question. My students get so 

excited when they have an opportunity to show what they know and engage with each other in fun ways. 
 

Think back to a teacher that inspired you. What would you say to that teacher now? 

I had an ELA teacher in high school who made a point to build relationships with each of her students. I 

felt like she cared about getting to know us as people and then used that knowledge to differentiate in 

the classroom. I would love to tell her that she inspired me to become an educator and that I’m 

constantly working towards earning that level of trust and mutual respect with my students. 

There is a saying, “To teach is to touch a life forever”. How would you finish that sentence, “To 

teach is to ……”? 

To teach is to be touched and inspired by students every step of the way! 

 



 

 
 

❖ Meet the Residents of Cohort 1.  
 
❖ Interested in joining our 2018-19 cohort? We encourage you to apply here. For full consideration, candidates 

must have a passing Praxis score in their content area and commit to teach in Philadelphia's public schools for 
3 years.  

 
❖ For more information about our Teacher Residency Program, please visit our website.  
 
❖ Teacher Residency Program FAQs 
 
❖ For questions, feel contact us at teacherresidency@philasd.org. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.philasd.org/jobs/wp-content/uploads/sites/47/2017/08/Cohort-1-Resident-Profile-1.pdf
https://ats4.searchsoft.net/ats/job_board_form?op=view&JOB_ID=4600145669&REPRESENTATIVE_COMPANY_ID=00002581&COMPANY_ID=00002581
https://www.philasd.org/jobs/wp-content/uploads/sites/47/2018/01/No-PECT2FSS-Testing-Requirements.docx.pdf
https://jobs.philasd.org/teacher-residency/
https://www.philasd.org/jobs/wp-content/uploads/sites/47/2017/09/Residency-FAQ.docx.pdf
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